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Newcastle on the
world stage
I always get upset when I meet
someone who feels Newcastle
isn’t good enough, or we don’t
have the “smarts” locally to do
the job. A friend of mine refers
to it as the “Freeway” syndrome Alison Perrott
where people choose to take their
President
business down the F3 to Sydney
(or worse overseas) and those
supposed experts, instead of staying local. Being an educated
business person who chose the Hunter as a great place to live,
raise a family and do business, I meet many Novocastrians at the
forefront of their fields and we had two of these people speak at
our March luncheon.

in conflict. Interestingly his version of easy included three
international flights and overnight transport in vehicles travelling
across the desert to avoid getting hijacked!! Peter has won
six Walkley Awards, Australian journalism’s most prestigious
accolades and it is no wonder – he had us totally captivated and
settled in for the afternoon.
Seems to me that Newcastle is very much on the world stage and
that there are many very capable people living and working here.
The year ahead is starting to take shape with our April speakers
getting us technical and connected – hearing from our local
speaker Stephanie Hinds, the Club’s Youth award winner in 2012
and a Principal of Growthwise Accountants and Miles Lazic, the
Business Development Manager of Google Australia.

Members were captivated as we listened to two exceptional
speakers experienced in the international scene and “locals”. Our
“local” speaker all the way from Sweden, who now calls Australia
home, was Professor Michael Nilsson of Hunter Medical Research
Institute (HMRI), and our key note speaker Peter Cave, a retired
ABC journalist, born and bred in Newcastle, kept us mesmerised
speaking about the ever increasing overseas conflict.

We then have our 80th birthday celebrations on Saturday, 27
April which are shaping up to be a great night out – please make
sure you book your table or tickets asap. It’s a black tie cocktail
party at City Hall, with 12 piece jazz band The Swing Kings to
entertain us over dinner. We’ll announce new Life Members and
have a very special gift to the club.

Professor Nilsson took up the role of Director of HMRI 12 months
ago. A globally recognised researcher looking at brain plasticity,
repair and rehabilitation following a stroke, we learned about how
the brain can regenerate after injury. HMRI, Michael explained, is in
fact a working partnership with the University of Newcastle, John
Hunter Hospital and various parts of the Local Area Health networks
and community. It is in fact the third largest medical research
institute in NSW with over 1,000 researchers all contributing towards
putting Newcastle squarely on the international map - who knows,
maybe a Nobel prize somewhere in the wings!?

If you would like to sponsor a luncheon or the 80th then please
contact either Holly Martin or myself asap – we are happy to
discuss your requirements with you. Event sponsorship is available
to only one organisation per lunch and gives you guaranteed
exposure to the Newcastle business community. We have over
400 members in the Club and sponsorship not only provides
visible signage at the lunch and the chance to showcase your
business by introducing the speakers, but all advertising of the
lunch by way of the Vision newsletter, emails and an advert in the
Herald Newspaper all with your firm’s logo present.

Peter Cave then took us all on a journey going deep behind
enemy lines via just about every port and Airport in the world.
Peter gave us an insight into how “easy” it is to get into a country

Alison Perrott
2013 President
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WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS
Providing your clients with competent and ethical expert
solutions to financial problems for over 20 years.
Your referral is your reputation, so send your clients to the
firm you can trust - Shaw Gidley.

Newcastle 4908 4444
w w w.shaw gidley.c om .au
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Upcoming speakers & events
April
Luncheon
Tuesday, 9 April
12.15pm for
12.45pm start – 2pm

Harbourview
Function Centre

Steph Hinds
growthwise

Miles Lazic
Google Australia

Stephanie Hinds has played a major role in
developing Digital Newcastle and the Lunaticks
Society of Newcastle - both key forums to
collaborate with the business community and
help put Newcastle on the map.

Miles Lazic is a self motivated individual with
over 13 years Sales / Telecommunications/
Information Technology industry experience.
He recently joined Google Australia as a
Business Solutions manager for Australia and
New Zealand across the technology and Retail
Vertical. With great insight into the retail as
well as technology, Miles delivers the online
revolution message to perspective Google
clients and works with numerous SME and
MLE’s to formulate their online strategy.

In promoting her many causes Stephanie is
frequently in front of high profile people from
business, government and community sectors,
an opportunity she uses to help promote
Newcastle as a vibrant business community.
Stephanie’s day job is as one of the Principals of
Growthwise Accountants, where they advocate
doing business using technological initiatives.
She has a passion for technology and the ways it
can help propel businesses into the future.

Steph Hinds
growthwise

As part of this, Growthwise has a “Learner
Driver” programme designed to assist
business owners in the various ways they
can incorporate the use of technology to
develop their business and the responsibilities
associated with being a business owner.
Last year, the Club awarded Steph the first
ever Young Business Person Award for her
contribution to the commonweal of Newcastle
by working with businesses on an individual
level, as well as creating shared hubs to
promote ideas and digital advancements within
the region.

Miles Lazic
Google Australia

A graduate of University of Sydney Econ Psych/
HRM, Miles has spent much of his career in
sales, spanning across telecommunications
to managing some of the largest retailers in
Australia Including Woolworths, David Jones,
Metcash and numerous other retailers on behalf
of Motorola Solutions.
Miles also spent a considerable amount of
time with the major Australian Telco’s and
witnessed the transformation of Australia’s
digital landscape.

Upcoming functions
Tuesday, 14 May 2013
Asthma Foundation
Michele Goldman | CEO
Lenore Miller | Ambassador

80th celebrations
Saturday, 27 April 2013

digital printing | offset printing | graphic + web design
photocopying | laminating | binding | plan printing

Phone: 4921 0510
printing@lakemac.nsw.gov.au www.lakemacprint.com.au
Lakemac Print is a business unit of Lake Macquarie City Council
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Last month at the Club

L-R: Peter Cave, Alison Perrott, Professor Michael Nilsson

L-R: Leanne Cherry, Ian Jones, Rebecca Newcombe,
Nigel Donavan

L-R: Kris Leck, Elizabeth McDonald, Gai Alder, Roger Payne

L-R: Professor Michael Nilsson

L-R: Belinda Smith, Phil Williams, Sam Martin-Williams

L-R: Ron Scanes, Jenny Noblet
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We invite you to help us celebrate
the 80-year history of the Newcastle Business Club
at a 1930s themed cocktail party.

When: 27 April 2013, 6.30pm for 7pm
Where: Newcastle City Hall
Dress: Black Tie
Evening includes:

3 course meal, with refreshments, Announcement of new
Life Members, Entertainment by Swing Kings band

Cost: Members & Guests $115
RSVP: newcastlebusinessclub.com.au
Contact: Junior Vice President
Holly Martin 0403 293 880

Sponsor a lunchon in 2013
Newcastle Business Club was established in 1933 and today is one of the Hunter’s most successful and
influential clubs attracting wide and varied representatives of the Newcastle and Hunter business sector.
Each sponsorship opportunity is only available to one organisation per luncheon giving you guaranteed exclusivity.
Packages vary, however Gold includes:
• ENews | Your logo and website link in at least two eNewsletters to our contact database & website
• VISION | Your logo and website information in an edition of VISION, distributed to our full member
database of Hunter business people.
• Signage | The opportunity to display signage and table advertising materials at your sponsored luncheon
• Networking | The opportunity to present a 90 second networking spot at a luncheon of your choice
• Visibility | The opportunity to either thank or introduce the key note speaker
• Advertising | Your logo in our monthly Newcastle Herald advertisement
• Entertainment | A table of 10 at your sponsored luncheon
For more information contact Junior Vice President Holly Martin on 0403 293 880 or info@justholly.com.au

Networking at the Club
Networking sessions are available to financial members of Newcastle Business Club and are held during most luncheon
meetings. Members are allowed 90 seconds to promote their business news to luncheon guests. For further information
please contact Senior Vice President Greg Valentine on 0419 351 952 or info@successionready.com.au

NEWCASTLE
BUSINESS CLUB
ABN 75 308 871 414

PO Box 556, Newcastle NSW 2300
For further information and enquiries:
Speakers: President Alison Perrott, 4910 2400
Membership: Secretary Ron Scanes, 4954 3381
Vision: Holly Martin, 0403 293 880

www.newcastlebusinessclub.com.au

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed by the contributors to this publication are not necessarily those of the Newcastle Business Club or its members.

NEWCASTLE BUSINESS CLUB INC

vision newsletter

4

