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Can do!

I was delighted to hear the
energy and enthusiasm that both
Richard Anicich, President Hunter
Business Chamber and Lord
Mayor Councillor Jeff McCloy had
for Newcastle’s future, and the
Alison Perrott
current “Can Do”, “Ask Nicely”
President
and “Make a Decision” approach.
With such positive determination I
anticipate these businessmen will be very successful at making
that future vision possible.
As President of the Hunter Business Chamber, Richard sits at
the helm of Australia’s largest regional business chamber with
over 900 members. One of his insights was that Australia’s
largest employer is not the large listed companies, or miners,
but actually ‘small business’ who have seven million employees
in Australia. Statistically, that is over four times that of the mining
sector. Having an advocate such as the Chamber to assist with
the minefield of HR laws and go into bat for small business in the
Hunter is certainly comforting.
Richard also delighted and amused with his thoughts on the rail
line – in 1856 the visionaries of Newcastle suggested removing
it and looking into some “urban renewal”. We can laugh at our
city’s inability to “make a decision” on this one, but of course it
isn’t a laughing matter.
The Lord Mayor Jeff McCloy, took the local urban renewal and
inability to make a decision deeper, inviting us into his new
world of the administration at Newcastle City Council. While
filled with brilliant individuals, unfortunately the council culture
is sometimes still lacking on “we are here to assist” or a “can
do” attitude. Councillor McCloy gave us an upbeat summary
of his progress since becoming Lord Mayor. Many projects are
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happening or about to start including the Law Courts, Hunter
Street revitalisation, and Hotel refurbishment a plenty!
Connectivity between the city and harbour remains a major
impediment to local business, but once removed he expects that
each and every building currently facing the rail line will change
and be improved – a pleasing thought I am sure for all members.
Of concern though, is one elephant in the room called finances.
Jeff warned us that if the Council continued to spend and clock
up deficits we will end up with an “administrator in the blasted
place”. The Percy Allan Infrastructure Backlog report clearly
identified we need to spend money on Newcastle - the trick of
course is going to be how to fund it - Jeff is acutely aware of the
delicate balance between spending and being able to afford it.
Both men have a “can do” attitude which can only benefit
Newcastle in the long run and it was interesting to hear
their views.
Next month’s luncheon has an international flavour with
Professor Michael Nilsson, Director of Hunter Medical Research
Institute (whom we nearly sang happy birthday to in February!)
and retired ABC reporter Peter Cave.
And remember - 2013 is our 80th year and we are celebrating
in style! Our black tie cocktail party on Saturday, 27 April at
City Hall, will delight members and guests as we have 12
piece Jazz Band the Swing Kings to entertain us over dinner.
We’ll announce new Life Members and have a very special gift
to the Club.Tickets are now available on our website at only $115
for members and guests – be sure to reserve a seat soon.
Alison Perrott
2013 President

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS
Providing your clients with competent and ethical expert
solutions to financial problems for over 20 years.
Your referral is your reputation, so send your clients to the
firm you can trust - Shaw Gidley.

Newcastle 4908 4444
w w w.shaw gidley.c om .au
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Upcoming speakers & events
March
Luncheon
Tuesday, 12 March
12.15pm for

Professor Michael Nilsson
Director HMRI

Peter Cave
Journalist

Professor Michael Nilsson, MD, PhD, took up
the position of Director of the Hunter Medical
Research Institute (HMRI) in March 2012.

Peter Cave has reported from more than
60 countries during a career with the ABC
spanning more than 40 years. As foreign affairs
editor, he had a roving brief to provide reporting
and analysis of stories across the globe.

12.45pm start – 2pm

Professor Nilsson is a neuroscientist with
two decades experience in brain and stroke
recovery research. His globally recognised
research includes studies of brain plasticity and
repair and how the results can be translated
into novel strategies for stroke rehabilitation.

Harbourview
Function Centre

A particular interest is related to the role of the
supportive cells of the brain - the astrocytes which are shown to be key players in the repair
and recovery processes.

Professor Michael Nilsson
Director HMRI

In addition to his research achievements he has
a proven track record in team and relationship
building, and managing innovation and change.
These combined skills will help to grow HMRI and
its research capacity nationally and internationally.

Upcoming luncheons
Tuesday, 9 April 2013
Miles Lazic | Google Australia
Steph Hinds | growthwise
Tuesday, 14 May 2013
Tuesday, 11 June 2013
Tuesday, 9 July 2013

80th celebrations
Peter Cave
Journalist

Saturday, 27 April 2013

digital printing | offset printing | graphic + web design
photocopying | laminating | binding | plan printing

Phone: 4921 0510
printing@lakemac.nsw.gov.au www.lakemacprint.com.au
Lakemac Print is a business unit of Lake Macquarie City Council
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Peter’s first foreign posting was to Japan in the
early 1980s and since then he has also been chief
correspondent for Europe and the Middle East
based in London and bureau chief in Washington.
He is a five-time winner of Australian
journalism’s most prestigious accolade, the
Walkley Award. He was recognised twice
for his coverage of the Tiananmen Square
massacre and for the fall of the Berlin Wall. He
won two Walkley awards for his international
exclusive on the Iraq hostage Thomas Hamill.
Peter has covered just about every major
international story of the past two decades
including two Gulf wars, conflicts Lebanon and
Libya, the fall of President Suharto in Indonesia,
the first Bali Bombing, the coups in Fiji, the
troubles in Northern Ireland , the election of
George W Bush and the Revolution in Egypt.
Peter has helped his fellow foreign correspondents
with trauma training and peer support. He helped
pioneer the ABC’s groundbreaking peer
trauma support scheme and in 2009 he was
awarded an Ochberg Fellowship by the Dart
Centre for Journalism and Trauma.
Peter was born in Newcastle and educated at
Newcastle Boys’ High School.
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Last month at the Club

L-R: Martin Thurgate, Nathan Manning, Robert Buck

L-R: Richard Anicich, President Alison Perrott,
Councillor Jeff McCloy

L-R: Natalie Raine, Senior Vice President Greg Valentine

L-R: Nick Killin, Bob Cowan, Gary Webb

L-R: Brian Trevitt, Maureen Jack

L-R: Lisa Tierney, Jaimie Abbott, Alex O’Hara,
Jamie-Lee Habeler
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We invite you to help us celebrate
the 80-year history of the Newcastle Business Club
at a 1930s themed cocktail party.

When: 27 April 2013, 6.30pm for 7pm
Where: Newcastle City Hall
Dress: Black Tie
Evening includes:

3 course meal, with refreshments, Announcement of new
Life Members, Entertainment by Swing Kings band

Cost: Members & Guests $115
RSVP: newcastlebusinessclub.com.au
Contact: Junior Vice President
Holly McHattan 0403 293 880

Sponsor a lunchon in 2013
Newcastle Business Club was established in 1933 and today is one of the Hunter’s most successful and
influential clubs attracting wide and varied representatives of the Newcastle and Hunter business sector.
Each sponsorship opportunity is only available to one organisation per luncheon giving you guaranteed exclusivity.
Packages vary, however Gold includes:
• ENews | Your logo and website link in at least two eNewsletters to our contact database & website
• VISION | Your logo and website information in an edition of VISION, distributed to our full member
database of Hunter business people.
• Signage | The opportunity to display signage and table advertising materials at your sponsored luncheon
• Networking | The opportunity to present a 90 second networking spot at a luncheon of your choice
• Visibility | The opportunity to either thank or introduce the key note speaker
• Advertising | Your logo in our monthly Newcastle Herald advertisement
• Entertainment | A table of 10 at your sponsored luncheon
For more information contact Junior Vice President Holly McHattan on 0403 293 880 or info@justholly.com.au

Networking at the Club
Networking sessions are available to financial members of Newcastle Business Club and are held during most luncheon
meetings. Members are allowed 90 seconds to promote their business news to luncheon guests. For further information
please contact Senior Vice President Greg Valentine on 0419 351 952 or info@successionready.com.au

NEWCASTLE
BUSINESS CLUB
ABN 75 308 871 414

PO Box 556, Newcastle NSW 2300
For further information and enquiries:
Speakers: President Alison Perrott, 4910 2400
Membership: Secretary Ron Scanes, 4954 3381
Vision: Holly McHattan, 0403 293 880

www.newcastlebusinessclub.com.au

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed by the contributors to this publication are not necessarily those of the Newcastle Business Club or its members.
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